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SOCIAL MEDIA 

Unfortunately we have had some more problems in the 
last week with inappropriate use of social media.  
Facebook was never intended as a platform for online 
bullying, but sadly a few socially inadequate people will 
use it for exactly that purpose.  Recently someone set up 
a page that used the College crest as a profile and the 
page seemed to be for the express purpose of setting 
unwary students against each other.  Of course this sort 
of thing then plays out in our school, disrupting learning 
and deflecting us from our key purpose which is teaching 
and learning.  Parents ï please be vigilant about your 
childrenôs use of technology.  Remember that anything 
harmful should be reported to Netsafe who are 
mandated to take immediate action.  A complaint can 
also be laid with the police under the Harmful 
Communications Act.  Just be sure not to contribute to 
the page and tell your children not to contribute to the 
page either.  

PRINCIPALõS MESSAGE 
Kia ora Tatou 

 SUBSTANCE ABUSE ï E-CIGARETTES OR óVAPINGô  

Another recent problem that we have had is the use of 
electronic cigarettes, or óVapingô.  We are a Smokefree 
school and these devices are included in that approach. 
Further, we have re-written our policy on smoking to be one 
for ALL substance abuse because:  

1. the use of these devices, or the supply of them, is illegal 
for those under the age of 18 

2. we cannot know what they contain 

3. the research suggests that their use, even without harmful 
substances added, may be harmful to health 

In short, the use of, or possession of, any device or product 
for the intention of supply, smoking or otherwise consuming, 
will be treated as a serious breach of our healthy standards.  

(continued on page 2) 

 

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 Tue 27 Mar 
L2 HPNU trip to Avantidrome 
 

Tue 27 Mar 
TIMSS Assessment for Year 10 
 

Wed 28 Mar 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

Wed 28 Mar to Thu 29 Mar 
L2 Geog, Biol & Tour trip to Tongariro 
 

28-29 Mar & 4-6 Apr 
Year 9 Teambuilding Afternoons 
 

Fri 30 Mar to Tue 3 Apr 
Easter Weekend (school closed) 
 

Wed 4 Apr to Fri 6 Apr 
Chainsaw Course 
 

Thu 5 Apr 
Shakespeare As You Write It 
 

Fri 6 Apr 
GRIP Leadership Day 
 

Fri 6 Apr 
Head Students Forum at Pukekohe 
 

Tue 10 Apr to Fri 13 Apr 
L2 PE Camp 
 

Thu 12 Apr 
Sports Student Leaders Training Day 
 

Fri 13 Apr 
LAST DAY OF TERM 1 
 

Wed 25 Apr 
Anzac Day 
 

Mon 30 Apr 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 

Wed 30 May (after school) to Fri 1 Jun 
Year 13 Camp 
 

Mon 4 Jun 
Queenôs Birthday (school closed) 
 

Thu 7 Jun 
Ensemble visit to TKC 
 

Wed 13 Jun 
L2 Geography trip to Hamilton 
 

Thu 14 Jun 
Matariki ï Whaanau Hui 
 

Thu 14 Jun 
NCEA Dance/Drama Assessment 
Evening 
 

Fri 15 Jun 
Teacher Only Day (school closed) 
 

Wed 27 Jun 
Poetry in Action 
 

Thu 28 Jun 
NCEA Music Performance 
Assessment Evening 
 

Fri 29 Jun 
Mid-Year Reports sent home 
 

Tue 3 Jul 
Tuakau Sports Exchange 
 

Thu 5 Jul 
Parent-Teacher interviews 
 

Fri 6 Jul 
LAST DAY OF TERM 2 
 

Mon 23 Jul 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 
 

Wed 2 May 
Activities Afternoons start 
 

Mon 7 May to Fri 11 May 
Year 10 Camp 
 

Mon 7 May to Thu 10 May 
Life Education for Year 7 & 8 
 

Tue 8 May 
L2 & L3 Chemistry trip to NZ Steel 
 

Tue 8 May to Wed 9 May 
ProMed Health & Safety Course 
 

Mon 14 May 
National Young Leaders Day (for 
Yr7-10 Student Leaders) 
 

Tue 15 May 
Writersô Festival - Juniors 
 

Wed 16 May 
Writersô Festival ï Seniors  
 

Mon 21 May 
Trimester 2 starts for Yr 7-8 students 
 

Mon 21 May to Wed 23 May 
Level 2 HPNU Camp at Raglan 
 

Tue 22 May 
L2 & L3 Physics trip to Rainbowôs 
End 
 

Wed 23 May 
Board of Trustees Meeting 
 

Thu 24 May 
TKC Cross Country 
 

Wed 30 May 
Authorôs Visit to TKC 
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PRINCIPALôS MESSAGE continued 

VERBAL ABUSE / RACIAL SLURS 

More bad news unfortunately.  We have had a rash of 
students ï particularly with a small group in Year 9 ï 
demonstrating a sad lack of empathy about the use of 
inappropriate, offensive and hurtful racial slurs.  A 
particularly offensive word that comes from an American 
culture and has no place in New Zealand, let alone lovely 
Te Kauwhata, suddenly seems to be trendy.  There is no 
place in our school community for this sort of behaviour.  
Our Year 9s will be participating in some teambuilding and 
work around awareness of the feelings of others in order to 
avoid repetitions of this and to support students to identify 
this as bullying.  

Bullying is a perennial problem in schools; one that we 
always need to be alert to, and which, given the human 
need to compete, will probably always be around.  This 
does not in any way make it okay and with the proliferation 
of social media platforms, the bullies have ready and easy 
access.  Online bullying is a huge concern.  Those who do 
it are cowards and those who allow it are equally culpable, 
as bad as the bullies themselves.   

Those who bully by name calling, exclusion, or by cruel 
behaviour toward their peers, or worse still their juniors, 
are letting themselves, their families, their school and the 
community down.  We are all better than this and I know 
that caring parents will all support me and my staff in our 
efforts to change this behaviour.  We may need to deny 
students access to cell phones in school in an effort to 
stamp this out. 

SWIMMING AND ATHLETICS 

Swimming Sports and Athletics Day have come and gone.  
They were both great days despite the fact that participation 
levels were a little down this year.  Perhaps this was, in 
part, because we were not allowed to dive into our pool to 
start races due to an OSH ruling, or perhaps there were 
other reasons.  Our new PE & Health department will want 
to revise the way that the various sports days operate, but 
we will always welcome full participation from students 
and parents watching these events.   

The Athletics Day was postponed until the grounds were 
dry enough to take the track marking.  Unfortunately, 
absenteeism was high on this day also, so perhaps not 
everyone values these opportunities.  We welcome 
feedback from parents about this. 

ATTENDANCE 

We are working hard to ensure that our attendance tracking 
is accurate here at school and I am pleased to be able to 
report that, despite interruptions such as sports days and 
camps, our students are currently meeting or exceeding the 
Ministry expectations.  All Year groups are attending 
between 90 and 94% of the time ï an improvement from 
last year when we averaged 85%.  Nationally, student 
attendance at school is declining which is a concern for the 
Government and is linked to anxiety and stress as a 
symptom of some of the pressures of our modern society.  
We are, therefore, very pleased to see our attendance is on 
the increase. 

CAMPS 

One of the things that sets Te Kauwhata College apart from 
many other schools is the extensive outdoor education 
programme we have in place.  We are very lucky to have 

the support of POET as well as a number of staff who are 
prepared to put aside their own homes and relationships for 
a period of time while they lead students through a variety 
of learning opportunities in the outdoors experiences. 

Sometimes things go well and sometimes there are 
challenges.  We all grow through these and learn from each 
occasion.  Recently, our Year 9 camp was held, as it 
usually is, at Pauanui, with a focus on water safety. 
Unfortunately, in the midst of a very hot summer, that 
particular week turned out to be quite cold.  This spoiled the 
beach experience somewhat, and cold kids tend to get a 
little testy.  Some racial bullying occurred on this Camp 
when teachers were not in hearing.  This is reprehensible 
and we are having to deal with the fallout still.  Any name 
calling is hurtful, and the pain, unlike physical pain, can be 
long lasting and very hard to cope with.  Please support us 
to stamp out this kind of bullying in our school and 
community. 

PRINCIPALSô CONFERENCE 

I have just attended the National Secondary School 
Principalsô Conference, which, while it took me out of school 
for three days, was very valuable.  I am pleased to say that 
our focus on core values of well-being and the personal 
growth of the individual are right on trend with the direction 
that the new Government wants to move, and in line with all 
of the latest research into what it is that our young people 
need in order to be successful in the world of tomorrow. 

The 21st Century is the era of collaborating and problem 
solving.  Knowledge is no longer something that schools 
have to measure out ï it is freely available all around us.  
More and more our role, as teachers, is to really enact the 
spirit of the New Zealand Curriculum which allows for the 
development of the key competencies ï those qualities 
which not only employers but now tertiary providers as well, 
are seeking and valuing most in young people. 

We know how important it is to be connected to our 
families, our friends and others in our world.  We know how 
isolation and loneliness can lead to depression and anxiety.  
We know that success and achievement can sometimes 
seem to be huge hurdles.  Well-being is a most important 
concept and something that we need to factor into our 
lessons and daily school life.  In the future our graduates 
will be moving into new roles, 60% of which are as yet 
undefined.  We do know that the world our children will 
inhabit will involve a lot of unstructured time and we do not 
want that time to be spent engaging in an artificial reality 
with an unrewarding digital platform. 

Depression, anxiety and loneliness are all the products of 
decreased social connection.  We need to work hard in 
schools to find ways to build those social skills and abandon 
the century long belief that the key to success is knowledge. 
I think it may be time to revisit our motto, to bring it into line 
with our values and a 21st century world in which 
knowledge is simply a commodity that anyone can access.  
The key to success now is social capital, positive and 
rewarding social interaction, and the willingness and 
preparedness to collaborate in problem solving. 

The Easter break is just around the corner and Term 1 
holiday not long after that.  I would like to wish everyone a 
safe and happy Easter and Term 1 holiday break.  

NgǕ mihi nui 
Deborah Hohneck, Principal 
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Macbeth at the Pop Up Globe 

ñSpectacularò, ñoutstandingò and ñmemorableò.  These are 

just a few words to describe the amazing version of William 
Shakespeareôs Macbeth that was performed at the Pop-Up 
Globe theatre.  

On Tuesday 6 March, a 100-strong group of Year 11, 12 and 
13 students travelled up to Auckland's Ellerslie Racecourse to 
the Pop-Up Globe theatre, a fully working replica of 
Shakespeare's Globe in London from 400 years ago.  Our 
ticket allocation saw 50 of our contingent standing in óthe pitô 
as ógroundlingsô for the first half of the performance, swapping 
with the seated óLords and Ladiesô for the second half of the 
performance.  This was an amazing experience, with even a 
few of the boys getting splattered with fake blood from the 
stage!   

After the performance, Mrs Porton surprised us with a question 
and answer session with Amanda Billing who played Lady 
Macbeth. She gave us extremely valuable insight into her 
character Lady Macbeth, which helped both the English and 
Drama students.  

"So, thanks to all at once, and each to one" (Malcolm, King of 
Scotland, Act 5 Scene 9) for a great performance  
and a great day. 

Danielle Guy, Arts 
Student Leader 
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TKC Athletics Day 

Athletics Day on Monday 5 March was a very colourful 

event with junior students dressed in their red, yellow 
or green PE tops and senior students dressed in the 
colours of their Houses. 

Despite very warm weather, a huge number of students 
joined in and entered events to gain valuable points for 
their Houses.   

The House Tug-o-War and House Chant were also 
fiercely contested on the day. 

Congratulations to the following top athletes in each age 
group: 

U16 Boys 

1st Ewen Wright 
2nd Daniel Wilshaw 
3rd Eli Clark 

U16 Girls 

1st Alicia Alexander 
2nd Chloe Wong-Curnow 
3rd Angel Wilson 

U18 Boys 

1st Angus Girvan 
2nd Nathan Johnston 
3rd Xavier Pomate 

U18 Girls 

1st Gina Bell 
2nd Rajani Singh 

3rd Ocean Herewini 

U13 Boys 

1st Riley Tuhimata 
2nd Kane Raynel 
3rd Jordan Jefferis 

U13 Girls 

1st Kiri Rogers 
2nd Demi Welch 
3rd Ashleigh Klatt 

U14 Boys 

1st Zyprus Clark 
2nd Max Poutai-Himiona 
3rd Ariki Kingi 

U14 Girls 

1st Ilona Russell 
2nd Amelia Swindells 
3rd Katana Te Miha-Barlow 

U15 Boys 

1st Flynn Rendall 
2nd Ricky Malcolm 
3rd Troydon Hubber 

U15 Girls 

1st Jenna Paulsen 
2nd Beth Mannion 
3rd Rhiana Brown 
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UPCOMING SPORTS EVENTS 
 

 

Wed 28 Mar Bowls Comp 

Wed 4 Apr Secondary Schools Dressage/ 
Showjumping/Show Hunter Comp 

Sat 7 Apr Netball season starts 

Sat 5 May Football season starts 

Sat 5 May Competition Rugby starts 

Thu 24 May TKC Cross Country 

Wed 30 May Thames Valley Cross Country 
 

** NB: Dates and events may be subject to change.** 

Check the Student Notices in the parent portal or 
Te Kauwhata College Sports Facebook page for updates. 

Thames Valley Athletics 
Following our school athletics day we took a team to 

compete in the Thames Valley Inter-Schools Athletics 
meet on 7 March.  In the words of Kim Wong, our Acting 
Sports Coordinator, our team ñsmashed it!ò  She was so 
proud of them ï each student showed outstanding 
sportsmanship and team spirit, supporting each other 
throughout the day. 

In this competition students received recognition for 
placing in the top 6 of their events and our all students 
put in an awesome effort with some great results to 
show for it.  Some of the notable individual results were 
as follows: 

�™ Michelle Aldersley was 4th - Junior Girls Long 
Jump. 

�™ Kaeleb Fitness-Paki placed in the top 6 for Senior 
Boys Long Jump. 

�™ TQuaitus Pompey came 4th - Senior Javelin, 
4th - Senior Boys Shotput and was in the top 6 for 
the Senior Boys Discus (this was despite having 
being placed in the Senior Boys competition when 
he should really have competed in the Intermediate 
but ultimately chose to stay with the seniors).   

�™ Phoenix Popata came 3rd - Junior Boys High Jump. 

�™ Flynn Rendall was 1st - Junior Boys High Jump, 1st 
- Junior Boys Javelin and 1st in his heat for Junior 
Boys 100m Sprint.  Not realising he had to race 
again, Flynn ate his lunch before the final of the 
Sprint, but he still managed to finish in the top 6. 

 

Dance Workshops 
We have been lucky enough to start our term with two 

Dance workshops for senior students. 

In Week 3 we had April Maka from Hawaii in to teach a 
Hula that allowed the female students to explore the 
traditional and ancient practices of Hula.  The dance is 
all about making a beautiful Lei from flowers and was 
very challenging to learn.  We wish to thank April for 
her expertise and generosity.  It was an absolute 
privilege to have someone of her calibre in our Dance 
class.  

And ex-student Hunter Karaka came in to teach a fast 
paced Yanis Marshall dance.  TKC students always 
love having ex-students in and it was great that Hunter 
was able to share his talents after spending the last 
two years living in Sydney. 

Student Absences 
Please remember to let us know if your child is going 

to be absent from school and the reason why.  You 
can either: 

�x write a note to your childôs Mentor teacher 

�x phone us ï 07 826 3715 

�x email us ï admin@tkcol.school.nz 

�x text us ï 027 960 1750 

�x send a message through our web site ï 
http://www.tkcoll.school.nz/absence-form 

Lost Property 
We have had a lot of unnamed lost property ï mainly 
clothes ï handed in to the Student Centre already this 
term.  Students particularly forget/lose items when 
they get hot during the day and take jackets and 
jumpers off, have to get changed out of their uniform, 
e.g. for PE, or bring mufti items to school, e.g. for 
sports days and camps.  

Please ensure that ALL items your child brings to 
school are clearly named.  This includes uniform and 
mufti clothes, towels, bags, toiletries, personal 
devices, lunchboxes, water bottles, etc. 


